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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
More than 1,000 people expected at investiture 
Thirty delegates from univers ities and col-
leges in Michigan and other states, two past 
Grand Valley presidents and an audience of 
more than 1,000 will watch President Thomas 
J. Haas formally take office at his investiture 
ceremony on Friday, October 27. 
Rich with pageantry, the ceremony will begin 
at 11 a.m. in the Fieldhouse Arena. The pro-
gram includes musical selections from Grand 
Valley Brass, Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
and University Arts Chorale. Patricia Clark, 
professor of writing and Grand Valley's poet-
in-residence, will read a poem, "Looking for a 
Trail ," she wrote for the occasion. 
Donna Brooks, chair of the Board of Trustees, 
will preside over the event. Others offering 
formal greetings are Rob Franciosi , profes-
sor of English and chair of the University 
Academjc Senate; Frank Foster, Student 
Senate president; Frederick Davison, president 
of the Alumni Association; John Canepa, of 
Crowe Chizek and community representa-
tive to the Presidential Search Advisory 
Committee; and immediate past President 
Mark A. Murray. 
President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers will join 
the platform party of Grand Valley faculty and 
staff members. Thirty delegates from colleges, 
universities and national associations will be 
represented. 
Faculty and staff who are processing and who 
have responded that they will be attending the 
ceremony and luncheon are invited to a recep-
tion that begins at 9:45 a.m. Lineup for the 
procession is at 10:30 a.m. and the procession 
will begin promptly at 10:45. Lunch will be 
served in the Recreation Center immediately 
following the ceremony for faculty, staff and 
students who have responded. 
Tickets are required for students; they can get 
complimentary tickets at the 20/20 Desk in 
the Kirkhof Center, De Vos Center Bookstore, 
reception desk at the Cook-De Vos Center for 
Health Sciences and the Meijer Campus in 
Holland. For more information, contact Katie 
Humphrey, Office of the President, at xl3086 
or humphkte@gvsu.edu. 
• Bus service added 
Additional bus transportation from Grand 
File photo 
President Thomas J. Haas and Marcia Haas meet 
faculty members Margaret Sellers Walker and 
Dan Balfour at an event in July. Haas' investiture 
ceremony is scheduled for 7 7 a.m. on Friday in 
the Fieldhouse. 
Rapids to the Allendale Campus will be pro-
vided for those attending the ceremony. Buses, 
specially marked "Investiture," will depart at 
9:30 a.m. and 10:30 from the GVSU bus stop 
under U.S.-131. They will run non-stop direct-
ly to the Fieldhouse. They will depart from the 
Fieldhouse at 1 p.m. and 2 for non-stop trips 
back to the GVSU bus stop under U.S.-131. 
···---------------------------
Across Campus 
MCRI debate draws 
hundreds 
ing-room only crowd in the Kirkhof Center on 
October 18. 
Four panelists debated the pros and cons of the 
Michigan Civil Rights Initiat ive before a stand-
The speakers included Ward Connerly, who 
spearheaded the campaign to place the initiative 
on the November ballot. Linda Chavez, chair of 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Panelists, from left, Mark Fancher, Hilary Shelton, Linda 
Chavez and Ward Connerly, talk about Proposal 2. Jennifer 
Moss, from WOOD-TV 8, is as right. She served as the mod-
erator. 
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the Center for Equal Opportunity, 
joined Connerly as a supporter of 
the initiative. Hilary Shelton, direc-
tor of the NAACP's Washington 
Bureau, and Mark Fancher, ACLU 
of Michigan, opposed it. 
Connerly, in his first West 
Michigan appearance, said it is 
"morally wrong" for governments 
to make decisions based on a per-
son's skin color. 
He has a long history of advocat-
ing against racial preferences; in 
the early 1990s as a University 
of California regent, he led a push to end the 
university 's system of using race as a factor in 
admissions. 
Fancher said it was appropriate that the event 
was held on a university campus, because 
"scholarships that consider race" could be among 
the programs affected if Proposal 2 passes. 
The debate, part of the Professionals of Color 
Lecture Series, was sponsored by the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs. 
In related news: President Thomas J. Haas, co-
chair of One United Michigan, wrote an edito-
rial published October 14 in the Grand Rapids 
Press stating passage of Proposal 2 would 
threaten diversity. His editorial can be viewed 
online at www.rnilive.com/grpress, click on 
"Opinions." 
Across Campus continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
Online ·chronicle· available 
through library 
The University Libraries have added the online version of the Chronicle 
of Higher Education to the Libraries' growing portfolio of electronic 
resources. 
The online version provides daily news updates in addition to the weekly 
edition of the publication. Previous issues are also avai lable online 
through the Libraries' subscription back to 1995. Access the publication 
through the Web site www.gvsu.edu/library. 
More faculty. staff join Gillett Society 
More than 20 facu lty and staff 
members, including Vonnie and 
Antonio Herrera (pictured at 
right) , were inducted as Gillett 
Society members October 3. 
"It 's gratifying to see members 
of the campus community join 
in such numbers," said John 
Heerspink, director of gift plan-
ning and coordinator for the 
Gillett Society. 
Members of the society have 
Photo by Dianne Carroll-Burdick 
Vonnie and Antonio Herrera stand 
with President Thomas J. Haas at a 
Gillett Society event. 
made personal estate and planned gift arrangements to benefit GVSU. 
Afghan novel selected for reading project 
The second Community Reading Project will focu s on Khaled Hosseini 's 
novel The Kite Runner. All members of the campus community are invited 
to participate in the project by taking part in discussions, programs and 
service activities relati ng to the book throughout the winter semester . 
Set in Afghanistan, The Kite Runner tells the heartbreaking story of the 
unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the son of his father 's ser-
vant. It examines the devastating history of Afghanistan over the last 30 
years.Participants can sign up at www.gvsu.edu/cois or by calling x 18655. 
Senator contends bipartisanship 
easier in the House 
U.S. Sen. Ken Salazar, 
D-Colorado, spoke October 
12 to about 100 students, 
faculty and staff members 
about the war in Iraq and 
foreign policy. Salazar was 
part of the Gang of 14, a 
group of Republican and 
Democratic senators who 
ended the senate impasse 
on President Bush's judicial 
appointments in May 2005. 
His lecture was part of the 
William Baum Fund Lecture 
Series, sponsored by the 
political science department. 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Pictured from left are Jim Spaanstra, 2005 
Distinguished Alumnus for the political 
science department, Ken Salazar, William 
Baum, Mark Richards and President 
Thomas J. Haas. 
"Sen. Salazar discussed his efforts as a moderate Democrat to build coali-
tions across partisan lines in the Senate, and how it is eas ier to achieve 
bipartisanship in the Senate than the House," said Mark Richards, chair of 
the political science department. "He noted how the Iraq war has dimin-
ished the international image of the U.S. and consequently made it more 
difficult for the U.S. to carry out other foreign policy objectives." 
Richards said Salazar also called for an increased effort on rebuilding 
Afghanistan and Iraq , and for countries such as Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
to share in the burden of providing security to Iraq. 
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James Smither 
associate professor of history 
Are hi storians really hopeless romantics? History 
Department Chair James Smither thinks so and said 
hi s passion for history developed at a very early age. 
"When I was a kid I found myself always reading 
history instead of what I was supposed to be read-
ing," Smither said . "In order to truly appreciate 
hi story you have to be a little bit of a romantic to 
imagine what that time period was actually like." 
Smither has been a professor at Grand Valley for 16 
years and the department chair for the last five years. 
He earned a bachelor 's degree at the University 
of Chicago and hi s master's and doctoral degrees 
from Brown University. He also lived in Paris for a 
year and a half while preparing his dissertation. His 
career has afforded him the opportunity to see and 
do many things, but he said his time at Grand Valley 
has been rewarding. 
"Grand Valley has been 
a very good place for 
me," he said. "I have 
been able to do a lot of 
the things I enjoy, like 
design courses, work 
closely with students 
and grow as a profes-
sional and teacher." 
Smither is serving hi s 
last year as department 
James Smither 
chair and looks forward to being a full-time profes-
sor again. He is also very interested in participat ing 
in oral history projects with military veterans. 
He said he hopes to see the development of a hi story 
master 's degree program and an increase in the use 
of integrated technology with hi story. 
Away from Grand Valley, Smither said he enjoys 
cooking and spending time with fami ly. 
What1 s Ahead 
'Silent witnesses' tell story 
of domestic violence 
Life-size wooden figures that represent a Michigan 
women or child who died from domestic violence 
will be displayed on campus all week. 
The Silent Witness Project is sponsored by 
the Women's Center, Center For Women in 
Transition, Women and Gender Studies, and 
Child and Family Resource Council. 
Joyce Markum, executive director of Safe Haven 
Ministries of Grand Rapids, will speak during 
the unveiling ceremony at noon today in the 
Cook-DeWitt Center. Music will be provided by 
"After School Special." 
The figures will be reshrouded at 10 a.m. Friday, 
October 27, in the Women's Center, 161 Kirkhof 
Center. For more information, call xl2748. 
Workshop will help ease 
holiday stress 
The CEO of Encompass, a company that pro-
vides support to employees and their family 
members, will lead two workshops on how to 
ease holiday stress. 
Alison Brown will talk about how to destress 
and survive the holiday season on Tuesday, 
October 24, from noon-1 p.m. in the Kirkhof 
Center, room 142; and Wednesday, October 25, 
noon-1 p.m. in the DeVos Center, room 302C. 
The brown bag lunches are sponsored by Work 
Life Connections; register online at www. 
gvsu.edu/worklife and click on "Training and 
Workshops." 
Dialogue promotes 
understanding of faiths 
"Religion and Power: The Power to Create, the 
Power to Destroy," on Tuesday, October 24, 
will feature scholars James Carroll, Vincent J. 
Cornell, and Donnie! Hartman. This program 
is presented by the West Shore Committee for 
Jewish/Christian Dialogue and Grand Valley. 
Held at the Eberhard Center, the program 
includes a full day of sessions with talks from 
each of the three experts on their religion. An 
evening session will feature all three presenters 
and Martin E. Marty, moderator, who taught at 
the University of Chicago Divinity School for 35 
years. 
The event is sponsored by the Lilly Endowment, 
Inc., Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids, area 
community foundations, United Jewish Charities 
of Greater Muskegon, and numerous individuals, 
organizations and corporations. 
Cost to attend the full program is $10. Lunch and 
dinner are available for a fee . An online program 
is available at www.jewishchristiandialogue.org. 
Speaker to address men's 
role in stopping violence 
The founder of a national men's organization 
will speak on campus about how men can help 
prevent violence against women. 
Tony Porter, co-founder of A Call to Men, makes 
a return appearance at Grand Valley; his pre-
sentation is scheduled for 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
October 24, in Loosemore Auditorium of the 
De Vos Center. His speech is sponsored by 
the Women's Center, Kent County Domestic 
Violence Coordinated Response Team and Center 
for Women in Transition in Holland. 
For more information about Porter's presenta-
tion , call the Women's Center at xl2748. 
Kissinger to speak 
in Grand Rapids 
Henry Kissinger is credited with easing tensions 
in the Middle East during the 1970s and nego-
tiating the end of America's direct involvement 
in Vietnam. He joined the Nixon administration 
as national security adviser in 1969 and became 
secretary of state in 1973. 
Kissinger will speak on Tuesday, October 24, at 
8 p.m., in the Pantlind Ballroom of the Amway 
Grand Plaza Hotel in downtown Grand Rapids. 
His visit is hosted by Grand Valley's Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies, Gerald R. Ford 
Foundation and the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Library and Museum. 
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"Henry Kissinger was one of the most impor-
tant people in the world during the 1970s," said 
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein 
Center. "He remains important because he knows 
so many foreign leaders and understands the 
challenges we face as a nation." 
For more information, contact the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies at x 12770. 
Make a Difference Day 
kicks off at Pew Campus 
About 500 campus volunteers are expected 
to participate in Make a Difference Day on 
Saturday, October 28. 
Sponsored by the Community Service Learning 
Center, the event begins at 9:30 a.m. in the court-
yard of the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
Before volunteers go to their service projects, 
Stacy Stout, director of Honoring Our Youth , will 
give a kick-off speech. Questions can be directed 
to the Student Life Office at x 12345. 
Workshop will help faculty 
deal with difficult 
classrooms 
A workshop sponsored by several campus 
departments is geared toward helping faculty 
members developing strategies for dealing with 
students who are disruptive in class. 
"Classroom Dynamics: Issues Faced by Female 
Faculty" is scheduled for November 2, from 
4-5:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, room 201. 
Organizers said the workshop may also be help-
ful for department heads who want to support 
a faculty member's success in the classroom. 
Disruptions include sleeping during class, com-
ing late, answering phone calls and making inap-
propriate remarks during class. 
RSVP by October 30 by calling the Dean of 
Students Office at xl3585 or sending an e-mail 
to dso@gvsu.edu. Workshop co-sponsors are 
the Dean of Students Office, Women 's Center, 
Women and Gender Studies Program, Pew 
Faculty Teaching and Learning Center, and 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
···----------------------------
Dance event to feature national starsl exclusive ballet 
A dramatic interpretation of "Giselle" and an 
exclusive production of "La Source" are two 
elements of Dance Stars of the New Millennium 
V, October 27 and 28 at Grand Valley. The 
festive dance program will also include guest 
performers Jimmy Orrante from BalletMet 
Columbus; Daniel Ulbricht and Sterling Hylpin, 
soloists from the New York City Ballet; and 
Broadway dancer Ramon Flowers. 
Grand Valley has the distinction of being the 
only university in the U.S. granted permis-
sion from the Balanchine Trust to perform "La 
Source." The very upbeat ballet was choreo-
graphed by the late George Balanchine ( 1904-
1983) who revolutionized the look of classical 
ballet and co-found-
ed the New York 
City Ballet in 1948. 
The performance 
by the GVSU 
Dance Ensemble, 
under the direction 
of Jefferson Baum, 
will be staged by 
Deborah Wingert 
from the New York 
City Ballet. 
This is the final 
event of Grand 
Valley's Fall Arts 
Dance Stars of the New 
Millennium V is Friday 
and Saturday in the PAC. 
Celebration, sponsored by Macatawa Bank. 
Performances are Friday, October 27, 8 p.m., 
and Saturday, October 28, 2 p.m., in the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center. 
Tickets: general public: $20; faculty/staff/stu-
dents with a Grand Valley ID: $10; children age 
12 and under: $5. Tickets may be purchased 
through Star Tickets Plus, with a service fee, 
by calling (616) 222-4000 or (800) 585-3737, 
online at www.starticketsplus.com or at any 
Star Tickets Plus outlet. Tickets are also avail-
able weekdays from noon-5 p.m. at the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre Box Office. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Nov. 3 
Gallery Hours: Ancient Sites Revisited: 
Watercolors of Egypt by Rana Chalabi . PAC. 
Call xl2564 for more information. 
Mon., Oct. 23 
9 a.m.: Sustainability Week. Opening remarks 
by President Thomas J. Haas. 250 KC. Call 
x18655 for more information. 
10 a.m.: Sustainability Week. "Sustainability at 
GVSU" speeches by Matt McLogan and Tim 
Schad. 250 KC. Call x18655 for information. 
Noon: Voluntary Simplicity. 142 KC. Call 
x12257 for more information. 
2 p.m. : Sustainability Week. "Business 
Sustainability and Triple Bottom Line 
Reporting," by Fred Keller. 250 KC. 
3 p.m.: Sustainability Week. "Sustainability 
From a Social Equity and Diversity 
Perspective," by Pat Oldt. 250 KC. 
Tues., Oct. 24 
All Day: Jewish/Christian/Muslim Dialogue. 
"Religion and Power: The Power to Create, 
the Power to Destroy." EC. For more infor-
mation visit www.jewishchristiandialogue.org. 
8:30 a.m.: Sustainability Week. Speeches by 
Brian Patterson and Kevin Rose. 119 CHS. 
Call x 18655 for more information. 
8:30 a.m.: Sustainability Week. "The WIRED 
Project Opportunity in West Michigan," by 
Karen Wolf. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
9:30 a.m.: Sustainability Week. "GRPS Story," 
by Teresa Neal. CDC. 
10 a.m.: Sustainability Week. "Co-Housing: A 
Sustainable Living Alternative," by Steve 
Faber. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
10 a.m.: Sustainability Week. "Kids Against 
Hunger Project," by Tifanie Dallen. 119 CHS. 
10 a.m.: Sustainability Week. "Sustainability in 
Light of Globalization," by Jeff Meyer. CDC. 
11 :30 a.m.: Sustainability Week. "Sustainable 
Healthcare in Nicaragua," by Gayla Jewell. 
119 CHS. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. "Destress for the Holidays." 142 KC. 
Call x 18011 for more information. 
1 p.m.: Sustainability Week. Kids Against 
Hunger Food Packaging Project. 121 CHS. 
1 p.m. : Young Artists Series. Master Class with 
Intrada Winds. Sherman Van Solkema Recital 
Hall , PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
2:30 p.m.: Sustainability Week. "What a Waste, 
What a Waist! The Conservation Health 
Connection," by John Kilbourne. CDC. 
4 p.m.: Sustainability Week. Lectures by Edwin 
Joseph and Paul Haan. CDC. 
7 p.m.: Women's Center presents "A Call 
to Men," by Tony Porter. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x12748 for more 
information. 
8 p.m.: Hauenstein Center presents Henry 
Kissinger. Pantlind Ballroom, Amway Grand 
Plaza, Grand Rapids. Call x12770 for more 
information. 
8 p.m.: Young Artists Series. Intrada Winds. 
CDC. Call x 13484 for more information. 
Wed., Oct. 25 
9 a.m.: Sustainability Week. "City of Grand 
Rapids Environmental Sustainability," by 
Corky Overmyer. 250 KC. Call x18655 for 
more information. 
9 a.m.: Sustainability Week. "The Renewable 
Energy Economy," by Jim Wolter. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. 
10 a.m.: Sustainability Week. "West Michigan 
Regional Land Use," by Don Stypula. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
10 a.m. : Sustainability Week. "West Michigan 
Regional Water Quality," by John Koches. 
250 KC. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. 104 KC. 
Call x12204 for more information. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. "Destress for the Holidays." 302C 
DEV. Call x18011 for more information. 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Yuri Gandelsman. 
CDC. Call x 13484 for more information. 
Noon: National Campus Sustainability Day. 
250 KC and Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
2 p.m.: Sustainability Week. "LEED Building 
and Design in West Michigan," by Brad 
Thomas. 250 KC. 
3 p.m.: Sustainability Week. "Sustainable 
Campus Operations at GVSU," by Tim 
Thimmesch. 250 KC. 
3 p.m.: Area Studies Mandela-Parks Lecture 
Series. "African Americans and Genetics" 
by Gloria Stephens Smith. 215/216 KC. Call 
x18110 for more information. 
VENTS 
6 p.m.: College Democrats present "Appalachian 
Treasures." 204 KC. Contact dems@student. 
gvsu.edu for more information. 
Thurs., Oct. 26 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters Club. 
117E DEV. Call x 17337 for more informa-
tion . 
8:30 a.m.: Sustainability Week. "The Local 
Economy and the Local First Network ," by 
Ellie Frey. 215/216 KC. Call x18655 for more 
information. 
8:30 a.m.: Sustainability Week. "Sustainable 
Housing and the 945 Watson Street Project," 
by Shirley Fleischmann. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. 
10 a.m.: Sustainability Week. "Social 
Entrepreneurship in a Nicaraguan Context," 
by Paul Land and John Farris. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. 
10 a.m.: Sustainability Week. "City of Grand 
Rapids Economic Development and Growth," 
by Sue Shannon. 215/216 KC. 
Noon: Voluntary Simplicity. 142 KC. Call 
x13441 for more information. 
Noon: Biology/AWRI Seminar Series. "The 
Role of Zoos in Amphibian and Reptile 
Conservation," by Bill Flanagan. 207 PAD. 
Call x 13749 for more information. 
Noon: Bethlehem Bible College Choir Concert. 
CDC. Call x 13184 for more information. 
2:30 p.m.: Sustainability Week. "EU Universities 
and Sustainability Practices," Elena 
Lioubimtseva. AH. 
4 p.m.: Sustainability Week. "Renewable Energy 
Products for the Future," by Nick Pietrangelo. 
215/216 KC. 
4:30 p.m.: Student Welcome Reception for 
President Haas. 250 KC. Call x 12100 for 
more information. 
Fri., Oct. 27 
11 a.m.: Investiture for President Thomas J. 
Haas. FH Arena.Call xl2100 for information. 
8 p.m.: Dance Stars of the New Millennium V. 
LAT, PAC. Call x 13484 for more information. 
Sat., Oct. 28 
11 a.m.: UClub Halloween Party for Kids. 
Children's Center. Call x 13590 for more 
information. 
2 p.m. : Dance Stars of the New Millennium V. 
LAT, PAC. 
